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It has been an action-packed semester at Aquinas College, featuring 
friendship, academic pursuit, sporting rivalry and plenty of fun. 

The pages of this Newsbreak offer a glimpse into all that has enriched 
our lives this semester, including Collegiate Dinners, academic 
achievements, Outreach, Lawrie Smart and High Table Cup clashes. 
We also formally farewelled our Rector of five years, Brother Michael 
Green FSM, who has done much to support and shape the positive 
culture that we have at Aquinas.

“It was wonderful to see how quickly 
new students settled into their home 
and routine ...”

ORIENTATION WEEK

Orientation Week is the perfect time to mix, mingle and make new 
friends, and we started the academic year by welcoming 91 new 

students to our college family. Activities included a whole-college 
excursion to Latitude for games, trampolines and indoor rock-climbing, 
the first round of Lawrie Smart interhouse games, and a Casino-
themed evening where all the excitement of Monte Carlo played out 
in our very own Dining Room. It was wonderful to see how quickly new 
students settled into their home and routine, with Student President 
Noah Waters stating ‘We have a really positive and friendly group of 
new Aquinians: our aims are to have new students feel welcome and 
at ease, to help them prepare for the year ahead, and to build our 
community for this year’.
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FROM THE ACADEMIC TEAM

COLLEGIATE DINNER

The past semester at Aquinas 
College has produced another 

round of outstanding academic 
results, with students from all three 
universities applying themselves 
with consistency and determination 
to excel in their studies. Under the leadership of 
Senior Academic Tutor Caitlin McMahon, and Junior Academic Tutors 
Marni Clark and Raener Miller, the Lucey Centre has once again been 
a hub of studious activity, with games, weekly competitions and study 
incentives on offer to encourage students to hit the books.

Our academic year commenced with the Collegiate Dinner to 
recognise the achievements of 2021, where the Aquinas Medal was 
awarded to Amelia Smart for gaining the highest grades amongst 
Aquinas students. After the action of Orientation Week, students 
quickly settled into study routines, making use of the Lucey Centre and 
partaking in the various academic support programs, including Study 
Hall, the Senior Mentoring Program, and the Aquinas Future Educators 
program.

The results at the conclusion of Semester One were impressive, with 
10% of students achieving a High Distinction average. Over one-third 
of our students achieved a Distinction and High Distinction average, 
which reflects consistently high attainment across their full subject load. 
Special mention must be made of Amelia Smart, Abbey Latta, Sophie 
Millard, Ruben Van Eeden and Michael Duffett, who all attained 
straight High Distinctions in their Semester One grades. In total, over 
two-thirds of our students achieved a Credit average or higher, an 
excellent result especially when you consider that so many students are 
new to the challenges of studying at university. Once again, Aquinians 
have produced academic results of which we are all very proud!

Dr Sarah Moller, Academic Director

Aquinas students continue to excel academically

Skylar Agars 2D

Mark Armstrong 2D, HD

Chandler Borg 2D

Sam Breuer HD

Lily Bright 2D

Josh Bright D

Grace Bubner 2D, HD

Niamh Bullen 2D

Maya Butcher D

Luka Chandler D

Marni Clark D, 3HD

Tori Cooper 2D

Ruby Coote 2D

Max Coote 2D

Tom Cormack D, 3HD

Jarrod Cross D

Grace Crowley 2D

Sharlee D'Agostini D

Emily Dawe 2D

Hannah Dinning D, HD

Tahlia Drogemuller 3D, HD

Michael Duffett 4HD

Grace Dunbar 3D, HD

Joel Duncan D

Abbey Dyson D

Maeve Elshaug-Betson 3D, HD

Lara Falting 2D

Ella Falting 2D

Montana Foster HD

Joseph French D

Oscar Gibson D

Molly Giddings 3D

Corey Gow D

Meg Grover D, 3HD

Alex Jarnevic HD

Callum Judd D

Mia Karlovassitis D

Patrick Klingner 2D, 2HD

Lauren Koch 3D

Quinn Lane 2D, HD

Abbey Latta 4HD

Elke Lindschau 2D, HD

Sophie Lipman 3D, HD

Zoe Maloney 3D

Hannah Mark D

Kaysha McGregor D

Constance McIntosh D, HD

Ella McIntyre 2D

Caitlin McMahon 3D

Brodie Milich 2D, HD

Sophie Millard 4HD

Grace Moloney D

Olympia Mullany D

Sequoia Munday D

Lucy O'Dea 2D, 2HD

Olivia Patzel 2D

Oscar Peltz D, 3HD

Sophie Perry 2D, 2HD

Matthew Phelps D

Lilly Phillips 3D, HD

Maggie Phillips D

Talya Powell 2D

Maddison Redding 2D, HD

Tahlia Reeves D, 3HD

Alejandra Retamoza Modoo 2D

Tayla Roberts D, 2HD

Neve Robins 2D, 2HD

Kirsten Rolt D

Amalia Rutzen D, HD

Kayla Sanders D, HD

Brianna Scanlon D

William Scanlon D, 3HD

Elyssa Schreiner D

Jade Simpson 2D

Megan Simpson 2D, HD

Jacob Skinner HD

Amelia Smart 4HD

Mia Smith D

Jessica Snell 2D

Rylee Snook 2D

Ella Tansell 3D

Scarlett Tod HD

Emily Turley 2D, 3HD

Charlotte Turner 3D, HD

Angus Turner 2D, 2HD

Ruben Van Eeden 4HD

Tori Vasey 2D, 2HD

Jaimee Venning D, 2HD

Evan Wade 2D, HD

Cambell Waller D, HD

Noah Waters D

Emma Waters 3D

Hayley Weatherald D

Sophie Wilksch D, 2HD

Darcy Wiseman 2D

Liam Wormald D

Chelsea Wright 3D, HD

Chloe Wright 2D, HD

Recognition of Outstanding Semester Results  
(students achieving Distinctions and High Distinctions)
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FAREWELL BROTHER MICHAEL

This year’s Marcellin Medallion dinner provided an opportunity for the college community 
to formally farewell our Rector, Brother Michael Green, who will be returning to Sydney to 

take up a number of important Marist roles. In the presence of the Archbishop of Adelaide and 
members of the Aquinas College Council, Vice-Rector and Dean Carolyn Mee, and Student 
President Noah Waters, both reflected on the way in which Brother Michael has influenced the 
college through his leadership and presence over the past five years. An excerpt from Carolyn’s 
speech is included below.

It is difficult to summarise the impact that 
Brother Michael Green’s leadership has had 
upon Aquinas College over the past five 
years. He has done much to underline and 
shape who we are as an Aquinas family, while 
also building up our reputation as being the 
residential college of choice here in Adelaide. 

Central to Brother’s leadership is the quality 
of being present, and he has always been 
on the sidelines at HTC sport in his black, 
white and red, cheering on teams of students 
at High Table cup events. He has made a 
point of sitting with students in the dining 
room during mealtimes, and before Covid, 
would invite groups of students into his home 
to share a home cooked meal. Simply by 
wandering around the campus and speaking 
with those who pass by, and always having 
his office door open, Brother has strived to 
connect and be present in the lives of our 
students.

Brother has left a legacy at the college of 
implementing effective, long-term change. 
He has emphasised the importance of our 

academic culture, and was instrumental in 
establishing the Lucey Centre and renovating 
the Chapel to become a functional, multi-
purpose space. He has also encouraged 
ongoing and continuing improvements of the 
Aquinas property, from introducing round 
tables in the Dining Room to installing digital 
signage around the College. During his time 
at the College Brother very efficiently updated 
and amended a suite of policies that will set 
the college in good stead for years to come. 
We have grown accustomed to seeing a 
yellow note pad with the daily list of things 
to do sitting permanently on the bottom left 
corner of Brother’s very tidy desk, where he 
methodically works way at getting things 
done. 

Brother’s insatiable appetite for knowledge 
and ability to impart that knowledge, has 
provided us all with the opportunity to learn. 
It is no surprise that Brother is something of 
a Marist guru, having written many books on 
the life and times of Marcellin Champagnat 
and many chapters and papers on the 

pedagogy of Marist education. There is no 
better example to our students than a leader 
who continues to learn.

Brother, I believe I can confidently say 
that you have enjoyed your time at Aquinas 
immensely and really, why wouldn’t you? Our 
community is a family, where we celebrate 
and commiserate all aspects of our students 
lives, together. We are blessed to have a 
community of students who are bright and 
funny, academic, musical, sporty, reserved 
and outgoing. They are impressive young men 
and women who are genuinely good people, 
even if they are occasionally high-spirited, but 
I know you will miss them, and they will miss 
you. Br Michael, on behalf of the College, 
I sincerely thank you.  You have led and 
represented Aquinas and our students in an 
exemplary way. Thank you for your care and 
your stewardship.  Aquinas will forever value 
your contribution.

Carolyn Mee, College Dean 
and Vice Rector

Welcome to Sean Brito-Babapulle
We welcome our new Rector, Mr Sean Brito-Babapulle, who 

commenced at Aquinas College on 4th July 2022. With an educational 
background in Science, Biomedical Science and Teaching, Sean has 
been involved in the tertiary residential sector for nearly 35 years. 
Since 2000, he has led three Catholic residential colleges, as Master 
of St Albert’s College (University of New England), as Head of John 
XXIII College (Australian National University), and for the last ten 
years as Principal of Mannix College (Monash University). He has also 
held positions of leadership at Flinders University Hall, Mary White 
College (University of New England) and Trinity (University of Western 
Australia). Sean is married to Sara, who lectures in Occupational 
Therapy at Federation University, and has two children, Nick, who is 
studying nursing at Monash University, and Alex, who is currently in 
Year 11. Sean is a keen photographer, traveller and cook, and he enjoys 
cricket, golf, Rugby and AFL. We are delighted to welcome Sean to our 
Aquinas family and look forward to working with him.
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FORMAL EVENTS AT COLLEGE IN SEMESTER ONE

The Seder Meal
An important formal dinner of the semester was the Seder Meal – a time where we learn more 

about the Passover and Jewish traditions that provide context to our Easter celebrations. 

Marcellin Dinner
The 2022 Marcellin Medallion evening – 

always a gala event on the College calendar 
– was bigger than ever this year as it doubled 
as a farewell function for the College Rector, 
Brother Michael. The evening began with a 
service in the Chapel of St Thomas, led by 
College Chaplain Fr Paul Ghanem OFM, 
who was joined by special guests Archbishop 
Patrick O’Regan and the Marist Brothers’ 
Provincial Superior, Brother Peter Carroll 
FMS. Other guests for the evening included 
the Chair of the South Australian Commission 
for Catholic Schools (and former Rector) 
Professor Denis Ralph, Director of Catholic 
Education SA Dr Neil McGoran, present and 
former members of Council, Principals of 
Partner Schools, and the Marist Brothers from 
Sacred Heart College. 

During the Dinner, each of the ten House 
Coordinators introduced the member 
of their House whom they had chosen 
to receive the Marcellin Medallion, 
recognising the students who most 
consistently lived out the personal qualities 
of Marcellin in their daily lives. This year’s 
winners were:
Ashleigh McCallum (Beovich House)
Chandler Borg (Hannan House)
Austin Rossi (Roma Mitchell House)
Grace Moloney (Catherine House)
Sophie Falting (Marian House)
Sophie Millard (MacKillop House)
Oscar Peltz (Gleeson House)
Cambell Waller (Finn House)
Samuel Clark (Roche House)
Sam Breuer (Marcellin House)
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HTC SPORT

If there is one thing that Aquinas takes extremely seriously, 
it is HTC Sport, and our teams had big wins this semester, 

with both women’s and men’s teams bringing home the 
trophies for netball and football. In the face of torrential 
rain and howling wind, our women’s hockey team was 
also triumphant. Aquinas currently sits in second place 
behind St Mark’s. The effort that our coaches have put into 
each sport is highly commendable, and we greatly value 
our supporters who come to every HTC event whatever 
the weather, bringing along their creative sign-making 
abilities.

LAWRIE SMART SHIELD

Lawrie Smart is always something to look forward to, and it got off 
to a competitive start this semester with Beovich winning Tunnel 

Ball, and Roche taking out Tug of War. Gleeson finished off strongly for 
the semester triumphant in Pictionary.
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OUTREACH AT AQUINAS

THE COLLEGE ART SHOW

MUSIC NIGHT

Outreach is alive and well at 
Aquinas, with Grace Moloney, 

our Outreach Coordinator, working 
hard this semester to provide us 
with many different opportunities 
to serve the community across a 
broad range of charities. This year 
has been our biggest effort yet, with 
every house heading out to clock 
up some Outreach hours during 
Orientation Week.

Held as part of our Parents’ 
Weekend, a record number 

of parents joined their daughters 
and sons to enjoy the artistic talent 
at Aquinas’ annual Art Show. 
Special guest for the evening was 
old collegian, Lauren Pike, who 
presented the Rosie Pike Prize to Emma Waters for her 
vibrant painting inspired by her hometown of Port Lincoln. Amanda 
Krause won the People’s Choice Award and there was a three-way tie for 
the runner-up: Noah Waters, Tayler Barnes and Rylee Snook.

This semester’s Music Night was set to the theme of ‘dress as your 
favourite band’, and students went all out to put their talents for 

music and fancy dress on show. Special mention to Faith Monger, our 
Music Coordinator, for organising a great show and getting everyone up 
to dance!

This year’s Pondshow took on a whole new vibe, with a single-stage 
as the focus, and a line-up of several well-known DJs rather than 

live bands. Student President, Noah Waters, said that the Student 
Club Executive had opted for a different approach to the event after 
canvassing ideas from students. “It proved to be a real winner with 
everyone,” said Noah. “People really got into the dancing, and enjoyed 
the whole experience immensely.”

PONDSHOW


