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Aquinas is rocking 2024! We have 100% occupancy, with 185

residents, with the largest Junior and Senior cohort (106
students) in recent years. Activities in Semester One have
included: Welcome Week, O-Week, Formal Dinners, HTC
Sports, Community Service and Social Outreach, The Lawrie
Smart competition, My morning Matters, Academic Tutoring,
Senior Mentoring, Pond Show and Men’s/Women’s Forum.
Swotvac and exams were held from the 9™ June to 29" June.

Orientation Week

The Staff, Student Club, House Coordinators, Academic team,

and Outreach team all worked hard for the weeks leading up to
O’Week to create a week of activities that were fun, inclusive
and helpful for Freshers as they settled into their new home. The
week included Freshers visiting their campuses in the company
of their tutors, spending a morning at the Beach House, attending
an array of informative sessions on living everyone’s best and
safest life, lots of sports tryouts, competing against other
Houses, and culminating in the traditional gathering called the
Double Blues, involving old Aquinians coming back to mingle
with Freshers and Returners.
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The High Table Cup sporting competition

between the Residential Colleges promotes

teamwork, College spirit, and healthy
competition. It unites our students, celebrates
athletic prowess, and strengthens our college
community. Aquinas (108 points) is currently
coming 1* after Semester One. We currently
lead St. Anns by 26 points (82 points) and St.
Marks (80 points). Events in Semester One
included Tennis (2™ Place), Swimming (2nd
place), Netball (we won both men’s and
women’s), Football (1%in Men’s and 2" in
women), Debating (Ist) and Hockey
(1% Mens and 2" womens).

Lawrie Smart Shield

The Lawrie Smart Shield fosters academic excellence,

community engagement, sporting excellence and
intellectual rigour in a fun ‘House’ competition. So far
this year a number of Lawrie Smart events have taken
place including Tunnel Ball (won by Marcellin House),
Tug of War (won by Roma-Mitchell House), Dodge
Ball (won by Hannan House) with points having also
been awarded to Houses for their Community outreach
and academic engagement.
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Marcellin Dinner

The Marcellin Medallion Dinner, an evening when

all the College gathers in their House groups to
celebrate the person from each House who most
closely lives the values of St Marcellin Champagnat,
was again a feature of the Semester. The College has
chosen to follow this Marist tradition, with the
College Chaplain, Fr Paul, leading a Liturgy
explaining the significance of St Marcellin to Aquinas
and all of the Aquinian students.

The Staff and Students also welcomed a number of
the Marist Community from Sacred Heart College,
the Director of Catholic Education SA, Dr. Neil
McGoran, and two members of the College Council,
the Chairperson Ms Joanne Sawyer and Mr. Vincent
Kain.

During the Dinner, each of the ten House
Coordinators introduced the member of their House
whom they had chosen to receive the Marcellin
Medallion. All of them reported the difficulty in
making their choices, given that so many students
personify the values of St Marcellin.

Special congratulations to Medallion winners:

Tess Kenseley (Beovich), Tyson Darley (Hannan),
Claire Byrne (Roma Mitchell), Sophie Lipman
(Catherine), Charlie Molan (Marian), Luke Donohue
(Mackillop), Brad Braithwaite (Gleeson), Eli
Giddings (Finn), Toby Casanova (Roche), and
Kimjoline Dunham (Marcellin).

Music Night

The college music night, held on the 8™ May brought joy

through 15 performances, shared enthusiasm, and dancing
with friends in the College dining room. It’s a celebration of
talent in College and a perfect escape from academic stress.
Performers included: Braden Windsor, Memphis Baker,
Aslin Spolding, Tom Booth, Drew Baker, Tom Bignell, Wil
Vaughan, Liam Turley, Surprise Boy Band: Toby C, Joel G,
Ben M, Brodie A, Ethan, Noah S and classics by the College
Band. Thanks to Drew Baker for organising the event.

sauTHERn
COXFORT

July 2024 — Page 3




Outreach Activities

Outreach connects Aquinas with communities, fostering

trust and collaboration. It enhances engagement, spreads
awareness, and drives positive change by addressing needs
and building supportive networks. Aquinas has been
involved in: Paddle Jumpers, Food on the Table, Take 3 for
the sea, Blood Drive, Clean up Australia, March Charge,
May 50k, 57 squat challenge, Push for the Better, Mullets
for Mental Health, Sacred Heart Soup Kitchen, Childhood
cancer head shave, Red Bull Wings for Life, and Trashy
Tuesdays. Each student must complete a minimum of 10
hours during the year.

College Art Show

It was great to see so many parents at the Art Show and

Rector’s Cocktail Party on Saturday 11 May.

Gleeson House was abuzz on the night with students,
parents and staff all coming together to celebrate the
talent of the Aquinas students displaying their art. It
was a great chance for parents to meet each other for
the first time, and in some cases, reacquaint themselves,
with the parents of their son’s and daughter’s friends.
The night was a happy one, with everyone enjoying
some drinks and delicious food at the Rector’s Cocktail
Party, followed by dinner at a local Hotel.

Art Show student organiser, Student Club Secretary,
Callum Judd did an excellent job leading up to and on
the night.

With such excellent art, it was difficult for the judges to
decide on a winner. The talented Mila Klarich was
awarded the Rosie Pike Award for Artistry by alumnus,
Lauren Pike, representing the Pike Family. The
People’s Choice Awards were won by Sophie Farrugia
and Ella Bauze.
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Pond Show

How could it be anything but successful with a mild night, great

performers, and a large crowd?

The Student Club, and many student volunteers, had worked
tirelessly for weeks before the big night building, painting,
booking, and finessing everything. The stages were set for the
annual Pond Show on Saturday 6 April. The clash with the
“Gather Round” of the AFL fortunately did not impact numbers.
In fact, it added to the festivity of the night.

With two Stages, one featuring DJs and the other Acoustic
performers, attendees had plenty of choice. The DJ lineup
included Bling, Hazard, Dance Spare and the famous Stace Cadet,
whilst the acoustic acts included Meg Carlan and Joey Haenen.

Student Club President, Josh Cornolo and Vice President, Mia
Karlovassitis were pleased with the event and the fact that

everyone’s hard work had created such a great event.

Collegiate Dinner

All Aquinas students dressed up in their academic gowns to attend

this special Collegiate Dinner to welcome the new Academic Year
and to celebrate the results of high-achieving students from
Semester 2, 2023. Special guests joining students and staff at the
Collegiate Dinner and Awards ceremony included the Archbishop
of Adelaide, Patrick O’Regan, the Chair of the Independent Schools
Commission, Mr. John Neate, the SA Director of Catholic
Education SA, Dr Neil McGoran, Partner School representatives
Ms. Michelle Coote, Tenison Woods College, Mr. Damian Smith
Caritas College and Aquinas College Councillors Ms. Kate
Critchley and Mr. Bruce Debenham.

Faculty Prizes went to Abbey Dyson (Nursing), Eddie Grover and
Will Vaughan (Engineering), Montana Foster (Medicine), Caitlin
Letizia (Business), Taya Foster and Esther Falting (Allied Health),
Ella Dunbar( Arts), Danielle Hill ( Nursing) and Emily Dawe and
Charlie Molan (Education)

Our Partner School Scholarship winners were also acknowledged .
These scholarships, valued at $5000, are awarded to one student
from each of our regional partner schools. The student with the
highest ATAR over 95 attending Aquinas receives this scholarship.
We were pleased to have Ms Michelle Coote and Mr Damian Smith
in attendance to present the Scholarships to Lilah Hill (Caritas
College), Braden Windsor (St Joseph’s School Port Lincoln) and
Aslin Spolding (St Mark’s College).

Special Prizes were presented as follows:

Kennedy Family Prize for top returning junior: Danielle Hill
Brother Austin Stephens Prize: top returning senior: Montana
Foster

Father C.P. Finn Prize for top returning fourth year student: Rylee
Snook

The main prize for the Dux of College, receiving the Aquinas
Medal and Bessie Greenland Prize was Montana Foster.
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From the Academic Team

Semester One High Achievers

Semester One proved to be a busy academic semester
for Aquinians, with plenty of opportunities to focus on
study and set goals for university achievement. Under
the leadership of the Academic Team — Montana Foster,
Deniz Karakaya and Eliza Monger — the usual study
events and competitions were rolled out, along with
some new initiatives to get students out of their rooms,
away from distractions and focusing on the real business
of study.

The Aquinas College Semester One results once again
proved to be consistently strong, with a third of the
College achieving Distinction or High Distinction
averages. 40% of our students achieved a Credit average,
and it was pleasing to note that the percentage of
students receiving a Pass was at an historical low. These
excellent results are the product of consistent focus from
our students, who pride themselves on setting goals and
following them through. The excellent dedication and
help of over 50 current and former Aquinians, who tutor
our freshers from the three universities, also makes a
huge contribution to ensuring that high standards are
maintained.

The highlight of the semester, and an event that looks set
to become part of the College calendar, was the Lucey
Marathon. The Marathon commenced at 7am and
concluded at 10pm, and houses were awarded points for
continuously occupying their table. With students
sleeping in Lucey the night before to get the head start
on the other houses, there was an impressive turnout, and
many students declared it to be their most productive 12
hours of study! Special thanks to Eliza Monger, who
came up with the idea and led the charge.
Congratulations to Beovich House who clocked the most
number of hours and who won the inaugural Lucey
Marathon!

Semester two will again prove to be very busy with
Study Hall, Faculty Nights, Academic Panels and the
newest initiative for our Senior students — the World
Beyond Aquinas Senior Seminar Series, which covers
everything from finances, international travel and how
to rent your first house.

We look forward to a successful second semester for all
students and thank you for your hard work and feedback
in the first half of this year.

Dr Sarah Moller, Academic Director

Zoe Aberle 2D

Annabel Armold D
Memphis Baker D

Drew Baker 2HD, D
Amelia Ballantyne D
Lachlan Beggs D
Matheson Bennett D
Thomas Bignell 2D
Myles Bittner 3D, HD
Chandler Borg D
Bradley Braithwaite 2D
Sam Breuer D

Maya Butcher D

Maeve Bylsma HD
Isabella Byun D

Toby Casanova D
Lauren Cash D, HD

Ella Clarke D

Max Coote D

Ava Copping D

Joshua Cornolo D

Zara Cox 2D

Chelsea Crosby 4D
Tyson Darley 2D, HD
Madeline Davenport HD
Emily Dawe D, HD
Kate Dempsey 2D

Luke Donohue 2D, 2HD
Ella Dunbar D, HD
Alyssa Duncan D
Kimjoline Dunham D, 3HD
Kate Dyson 2D

Abbey Dyson D

Esther Falting 2D. 2HD
Xavier Floramo 3D
Taya Foster 3D, HD
Montana Foster HD
Bailey Fraser HD

Lucy Gazzard 3D

Noah Gazzard D
Harrison Geater-Johnson D
Oscar Gibson D

James Gourley HD, 3D
Dana Gronbach 2D, 2HD
Chelsea Hawkins 4HD
Samuel Hayes D
Harrison Hein 2D
Danielle Hill D, HD
Elise Horstmann 4D, HD
Jaida Inglis 2D

Alex Jarnevic 2D

Molly Jericho 2D
Nicholas Joy D

Callum Judd D

Esther Juebner D, HD
Cadence Kalling 2D
Mia Karlovassitis 4D
Lauren Kennett 2D
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Tessa Kenseley 4HD, D
Lauren Koch 2D

Zoe Kuhn D, HD
Millie Kuhne D, 3HD
Lilah Lamb HD

Amity Lane D

Georgia Latta 2D. HD
Lily Lawrence 4HD
Caitlin Letizia 2D
Sophie Lipman 2D
Paige Lucas D

Tess Matheson 2D
Isaac McGrath 2D

Lili McHugh 2D
Joseph McNamara 2D, HD
Harriet Mee D

Samuel Menadue D
Harrison Mitchell 3D
Charlie Molan 2D
Eliza Monger D

Hollie Munro 4D
Grace Nardi 2D

Ane Nel 2D

Chloe O’Brien HD
Kate O’Donnell D
Abigail O’Sullivan 3D, HD
Michael Palmer 2D
Jonathan Palmer HD
Matthew Phelps 2D
Halle Phelps D
Makenzie Pickering 2D
Zoe Pomeroy D, HD
Jemima Puust 2HD
Kayley Palph D

Nash Richman D
Sharnee Roberts D
Austin Rossi D

Olivier Ryan D

Elyssa Schreiner D
Maya Scott 3D

Taylah Searle 2D

Jade Simpson D
Micaela Simpson D
Noah Sims D

Grace Smallacombe D
Lachlan Smart 2D
Aslin Spolding 2D, HD
Max Sturman D
Jessica Tresidder 3D, HD
Angus Turner 2D, HD
Wil Vaughan D, 2HD
Lucy Waterworth 2D
Claira Weiss D

Kasey White D

Matisse Wilkie D
George Wilson D
Braden Windsor 2D, HD
Darcy Wiseman 2D




